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The Principal’s word

Kia ora koutou

At Assembly on Monday I encouraged the
students to make the most of the numerous
opportunities here at school. In particular, to
become involved in sports, cultural and
leadership activities.

Congratulations to Jenna Aikman and Daniel
Rich our Sports Prefects and to Daniel
Garland and Polly McSkimming our Arts
Prefects for 2008. 8 students were
interviewed for these positions and they are
all to be commended on their fine efforts.
The appointment of 2 students to work in
each area is a change this year. We intend to
implement a Sports Committee and an Arts
Committee that will be led by the Prefects
and will enable more student involvement in
the planning and organisation of sports and
cultural activities. These Prefects have
already voiced some good ideas about the
way events could be run. I am looking
forward to working with all our Prefects
during the year.

Congratulations to John Begg, our new Board
of Trustees Chairperson. Ken Buckingham
has stood down from this position after 4>
years. Many thanks Ken for all your work in
ensuring the effective governance of our
school. Ken will continue on the Board as
Deputy Chairman.

Year 8 and 10 parents and caregivers, a
reminder about our Information Evening on
Wednesday 27 February, starting at 7.30pm.
We welcome the opportunity to meet with
you, to outline our expectations of students
and to talk to you about the Health
programme and camps, among other things.
I encourage you to attend this meeting and
thereby be well informed about your child’s
education.

This week Year 7 students participated in 2
days of activities. They had one day at the
Waihao Marae where they were introduced to
Marae protocol and their second day involved
them walking up to the white horse and
participating in various outdoor activities. I
have been particularly impressed with the
positive way in which our new students have
been participating and conducting
themselves. A special thanks to people at the
Waihao Marae who made this visit possible
and to our parents who assisted with
transport.

The Life Education bus has visited our school
this week. All Year 7 and 8 students have
participated in activities about making good
decisions. This is part of our Health
Programme.

Janette Packman
Principal




Maths Competitions

This year there are to be three Maths
competitions held. The first one is on Wednesday
9 April.  This is the National Bank Maths
Competition, aimed at Year 9, 10 and 11. It
consists of five tricky word problems, designed to
test ability to analyse a problem and to express a
solution clearly and accurately. Cut off date for
this is March 19"™. The second competition is the
Australian Maths Competition for Years 7-13. This
is a multi-choice competition, testing basic skills
and problem solving, and is held in late July.
Entries for this will be collected during May. The
third competition is a local one, the Aoraki Maths
Competition. This is a team event, held in the
evening where schools from the Aoraki region
compete against each other in the race to solve
the most problems. Held in August, it is expected
to be at Timaru Girls High. Teams of four from
each year from Year 7-10 enter in this, an exciting
event to watch.

Students will be reminded of these events as they
approach, and practise for them will help students
be ready to tackle the problems. Any enquiries
about these, contact Andrea Atkinson in the
Maths department.

Congratulations to Lachie Robertson on his
selection for the SC primary School Cricket side to
play North Otago this Sunday.

Touch Rugby Tournament

On Sunday 17 February ten students from
Waimate High School took part in the Aoraki
Secondary Schools Senior Mixed Touch Rugby
Tournament, which was hosted by Temuka. The
Waimate team was drawn in the same pool as
previous winner Mt Hutt College, and all the
teams present had plenty of talented players.
Waimate started the day with comfortable wins
over Ashburton College and Mountainview High
School, then they had a narrow win over Mt Hultt.
Following this the team had a comfortable victory
over a Geraldine High School B team, which
meant they qualified for the semi finals top of their
pool.

In the semi final Waimate meet Opihi College,
who had a strong, well drilled team. Despite a
close first half Waimate were able to romp away
to a 5-2 win which saw them meet Geraldine A in
the final. This was a game that see-sawed back
and forth, with Geraldine leading twice in the
game only for Waimate to draw level twice before
scoring the winning try 30 seconds before the final
hooter. The Waimate High team showed plenty of
determination and talent to stay in the final and
were rewarded with a great win.

The Waimate team was Kurt Rooney, Gus
Patterson, Josh Weir, Guy Linton, Jared
Matthews, Emma Porter, Jenna Aikman, Beth

Cawood, Rachel Pankhurst and Katherine
Huggins. All the players showed great stamina to
get through six games on a hot day, and four were
named in the senior tournament team. They
were; Kurt Rooney, Gus Patterson, Jared
Matthews and Jenna Aikman. Congratulations to
these players and the whole team for an
outstanding effort on the day.

The team will now travel to Christchurch to
represent Aoraki at the South Island
Championships in Christchurch in late March.

High School Juniors perform well at
Southern Districts Tennis Tournament

Last weekend Jack Gibson and Gretchen Bleeker,
both Yr 7 students, represented South Canterbury
at the Southern Districts Under 13 Tournament
held in Invercargill.

Jack played tremendous tennis at number 2 and
won two of his games and had two close losses.
Gretchen also played at number 2 and while only
winning one of her four games, she improved in
every game in what was her first major
representative tournament.

Year 8 Camps

8YI Tuesday 4 - Friday 7 March

80t Tuesday 11 - Thursday 14 March

8Yg Monday 17 - Thursday 20 March

Cost

The cost of these camps is $75 per student. This
must be paid before the camp date. We are
unable to allow students to participate without
payment or permission forms. If you have any
questions or problems regarding the payment of
the camp, please contact Mrs Packman at the
school.

Information

Students going on this camp will have or will be
given a basic gear list and permission forms by
their homeroom teachers. Please ensure that your
child has suitable clothing as we are all well aware
that weather conditions can change suddenly. If
you have any problems getting the correct gear
please contact your child’s homeroom teacher (Mr
Young for 8Yg, Mrs Warner or Mrs Young for 8YI
and Mrs Ottley for 80t) as soon as possible.

Senior Students

The following are the dates for Liaison Officers
visits as well as visits to Tertiary Institutions:
Lincoln University 12 March 9.55 am

Otago Polytechnic 17 March 9.55 am
Canterbury University 1 April  1.10 pm

Massey University 14 May 9.55 am

Otago University 26 May 9.55 am
Canterbury/Lincoln University Open day 8th April
Otago University/polytechnic Open day 6th May
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