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29 February

Our Swimming Sports have now been
held and the results are below. It was
great to see the students competing
wholeheartedly, participating and
supporting the members of their house.
Well done to all who took part and thank
you to parents for being there to support
the students. Special thanks to the
swimming club parents for assisting with
officiating. Your assistance in this way is
very much appreciated.

| recommend to you a visit to the
Pandemic Roadshow which will be on
display at the Waimate Public Library the
week starting 3 March. The Roadshow
was created to help communities come
together and explore their plans for
coping with an influenza pandemic. The
main focus of the roadshow is individual
preparedness, household preparedness
and building community resilience.
Despite all the hi-tech alternatives
available today, simple things like
impeccable hygiene, the ability to
distance ourselves from others and sound
preparation for a pandemic are the most
important things for us all to be thinking
about.

Congratulations to our ex student Lisa
Richards who has been awarded the

NZTBA's 2008 K.l.LA. Taylor Charitable
Trust Scholarship to attend the five-month
National Stud Diploma course in Ireland.
Lisa is only the second South Islander to
win this Scholarship, the first being Anna
Myles, who is a staff member at Waimate
High School. Anna owns her own equine
business and is currently handing on her
equine knowledge to students.

A horse-ride with a friend ten years ago
sparked a passion in Lisa who had no
connection with the thoroughbred industry
but clearly remembers that first ride. “I
loved the fun of being out there on a
horse and going fast, so | went back the
next day, and the day after that, and just
kept coming back.”

Soon afterwards she began competing in
equestrian events, and achieved success
as an individual

and as a
member 0]
local schoo

and pony club |
teams. Lis
graduated from |
Waimate Hig
School with all?
three levels of |

NCEA and
University
Entrance, and

then completed
SiX papers




towards a degree in environmental
management at Lincoln University. During
her first summer break in 2005-06 she
was employed by The Oaks Stud to
prepare yearlings for the Karaka sales
and Seachange, a three-year-old at the
time, became her favourite racehorse.

A year later, Lisa decided to pursue a
career in the thoroughbred industry and
left university to work at Curraghmore
Stud, Hamilton, with stints at Coolmore
and Tyreel Studs in New South Wales.
This experience has helped to shape her
ambition to operate her own farm.

It is fantastic to hear about the
achievements of our ex-students and
appreciate when their families and
members of our community keep us
informed.

Janette Packman

Principal
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camps will be notified to students and
parents on the Tuesday 4 March.
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