I came to Waimate 12 months ago.  Expecting something a bit different than what I got.  I thought that I was going to end up in a small town with nothing to do.  But when the truth is it is completely opposite.
You never really can judge something until you have really experienced it and I have now experience the people most, kind hearted people that you could ever meet in Waimate.  Something that you don’t really come across all that often.

If you want to do anything the people of Waimate will try their best to help you achieve the best that you can do.  This community is the perfect environment for any exchange student because you have just as much of an opportunity as anyone to travel and have a truly unique experience in your year.

I know that before I came here I had a certain impression of what things were going to be like and you couldn’t really change it.  But now that I have come to the end of my exchange I now understand what it means to be from Waimate.  The kids here don’t really understand how lucky they are to live in a place unspoiled by pollution and traffic and the pressures of living in a big city.  You should enjoy it while you have it.
I would like to thank the Rotary Club of Waimate who have supported me through this year.  They have made it the best year of my entire life.  And I know that I will never forget what they have done for me.

Next I would like to thank the school for all the hard work and endless hours that the teachers have put in to make it a more welcoming place.  I would also like to thank my friends.  Without them I don’t think that I could have survived through the year without their help and support.

And last but certainly not least I would like to thank my host families.  It takes a huge heart and a lot of effort to take someone in that you don’t know and make them part of your family.  It is an extraordinary effort and I truly appreciate everything that they have done for me.  Thank you
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